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Case of superficial cancer located at the pharyngo-esophageal junction which was dissected by 
trans oral surgery combined with endoscopic submucosal dissection

Kenro Kawada
Tokyo Medical and Dental University, Japan

Over the past decade, trans oral surgery has been introduced as a low invasive surgical procedure of superficial hypo pharyngeal 
cancer in Japan. We have experienced a case superficial cancer located at the pharyngo-esophageal junction which was dissected 
by trans oral surgery combined with endoscopic submucosal dissection. A 67-year-old woman complaining of dysphagia was 
diagnosed with cervical esophageal cancer, and hoping to preserve her voice and swallowing function, she was admitted to our 
hospital. On the further examination, esophagram showed a huge polypoid lesion which had a pedicle located at the posterior 
wall of pharyngo-esophageal junction. Computed tomography revealed no lymph nodal metastasis or distant metastasis. We 
therefore planned to trans oral surgery under general anesthesia. The endoscopist inserts the esophagogastroduodenoscope 
and obtains images of the lesion on a monitor, the operator uses the curved forceps and the electric needle knife at the 
pharyngeal portion. At the esophageal portion, the needle knife could not reach the lesion, therefore an endoscopist dissected 
the anal margin using the electric knife inserted through the flexible endoscope. The tumor was resected en bloc. There were 
no complications after surgery.  Close collaboration between head and neck surgeons and an endoscopist can provide good 
results in treating tumors of the pharyngo-esophageal junction.
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